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"Christmas, because

of the gifts and

spending time with

family."

-Phoebe Yang

 "Easter because it's

my birthday month."

-Anthony DeCillis

"I like Christmas

because of the

snow and winter

break."

-Logan Navaro

 

 "My favorite

holiday is

Christmas because

you get to spend

time with family."

-Ella O’shea 

What is your favorite holiday??

 "I like Thanksgiving

because I'm surrounded

by my family."

-Mrs Visinus

 "Fourth of July

because one time I was

at my friend's house

and a firework went on

her roof."

-Ashlyn Vicquery
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The Homework Club is a club where you can get your
homework done. If you need any help there is a teacher at
the Homework Club to help you with your homework. The
teachers in the Homework Club are Mrs. Calandra, Mrs.

Cappellini, Mr. Lingner, and Mrs. Pesqueira. The Homework
Club meets every Tuesday and Thursday from 3 - 4 pm in
Room M-11. There is no limit to the number of students
that come to the Homework Club. The teachers would be
happy to help students with their homework and support

students. Please Note: The Homework Club is not a place for
you to just hang out.

 



The King of Hearts is the only
king without a mustache.
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Inside the 6th
Grade Orchestra

Photo from Inhye Yu

Congratulations to all the musical groups
on an amazing Winter Concert!
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 Here at Hauppauge Middle School, many have noticed an
adorable puppy roaming the hallways. Although he is very cute,
this puppy isn’t here to play. Dustin is a 6-month-old yellow
labrador retriever who is training to be a service dog. Service
dogs are dogs that are trained to do a specific task for a person.
Mrs. Arbocus, a 6th grade teacher here at Hauppauge Middle
School, has been the one training him. “Dustin has adapted very
well to the school environment, and so have the kids. They are
respectful and know that they can’t interact with him when his
vest is on.” Mrs. Arbocus told us that Dustin had to learn how to
be “present but not seen.” This means Dustin has to be aware of
his surroundings but also not a distraction. Dustin’s training
started when he was 8 weeks old, and it will end when is around
14 to 16 months. When this training is over, he will go to
formalized training where it is decided whether he will become
a guide dog for the blind, or a support dog for a veteran. Mrs.
Arbocus has previously owned and trained a dog in 2003,
named Smooch. Smooch played the role of Sandy from Annie
in the school play. She was good with kids as well. Mrs. Arbocus
loved this experience, so she asked to train Dustin in school this
year. She knew how the kids loved him. She wanted to bring joy
to the school, especially after a long pandemic. She definitely
succeeded with this mission, as the hallways are always
brightened when Dustin walks through. 

Dustin the Service Dog
By Medha Rao and Maddie Mileo
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 This winter season, sports have
been a big hit at HMS. The
early sports are Girls'
Volleyball, Boys' Basketball,
and Competition Cheer. Medha
Rao and Jenna Williamson
interviewed many 8th-grade
athletes about winter sports. 

Early Winter Sports Interviews
By Medha Rao and Jenna Williamson

 First off, Girl’s Volleyball:
Irina Bellassai was asked
about her experience and she
said that she had a very
positive experience of being
on the team. “It’s like a 2nd
family. Everyone is so
supportive.” Irina started
playing volleyball when she
was 8 years old. She chose to
do volleyball because she
likes the sport and the actual
game of volleyball. “I started
playing volleyball because
my mom did it when she was
in high school and college.”
Another 8th grader, Brooke
Telfer also enjoyed her
volleyball experience.
“Volleyball itself is one of my
favorite things about the
sport. It is so fun to play and I 

love playing with my
teammates.” Brooke agrees that
volleyball teaches teamwork
and communication. 

Another sport this season was
boys’ basketball. An 8th grader
on the team, Kevin Hoeler, was
asked about his experience on
the team. His favorite part of
being on the team is the people,
and his favorite part of
basketball itself is also the 
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  people. ¨They have become
some of my best friends.” He
started playing when he was
around 6 or 7 and he started
playing because he thought it
was fun. Matt Oliveto, another
basketball player was also
interviewed. ¨The coach is my
favorite part, he is so
supportive. I also started when I
was around 6 or 7 with Kevin.”
Matt also started playing
because he thought it would be
fun, and he was right. He really
enjoyed playing basketball.

The last sport this season was
cheerleading. The cheerleaders
had a very good season this
year. Placing 9th in their first
competition trying their best to
place. One of the cheerleaders,
Jenna Williamson, has a lot to
say about the sport. “The sport
is so fun. It’s amazing to be on a
team as close as ours. I am a
backspot on the team which
makes me one of the most
important people on the team. I
love doing what I do. The
experience is better than
whatever place we get in the
competitions.”  Another girl
that loves cheer, Kaitlyn Sowa, 
 “This is my first year doing
cheer and I absolutely love it.
It’s so lovely to be in a sport
where everyone relies on each
other to be there for them.”

Special Staff Member Feature
 

 One of Hauppauge Middle
School’s favorite social studies
teachers, Mr. Florence was a
hockey player in middle school
and high school and he said he
loved it. He played until he was
about 18 and out of high school.
He played goalie and was very
good at it.  
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Mr. Flo said that he would’ve
kept playing if he didn’t get
older and wasn’t getting injured
all the time. He even played on
a team with older people when
he was in his 20s and 30s. “I
really love the sport; it’s my
favorite to watch and play. My
favorite team is the Rangers
and I wish I could go back in
time and play it all over again.“
After he stopped playing
hockey, he became very
unmotivated. Mrs. Campbell,
another social studies teacher in
this school, actually encouraged
Mr. Flo to participate in a
marathon. He became very
enthusiastic about that.  Mr. Flo
can really do it all!
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